Segmental spinal fixation of a thoracic vertebral fracture in an adult chimpanzee.
Accidental trauma associated with an epileptic convulsion in a 10-year-old, male chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) resulted in incomplete paraplegia from fracture and subluxation of T4. Dorsal laminectomy and segmental spinal fixation were used in treatment. The segmental spinal fixation consisted of sublaminar wires attached to a contoured 316L stainless steel U-rod. The chimpanzee recovered sufficient function to allow reintroduction into the chimpanzee colony at a zoological park during the 12 months after surgery and continues to do well 24 months after surgery.